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1 . This international preliminaiy examination leport has been prepared by this Tntematlonal Pxeliminaxy 
Examining Authority and is transmitted to the aiiplicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of"^ sheets, inclndins this cover sheet. 

[ I This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., ^q&^ of the description, claims and/or drawings 
which have been amended and are the basis for ttiis report and/or sheets containing rectifications maxie 
before this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Admmistrative Instructions under the PCT). 
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These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 
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Intemational appli< 
PCT/USOS/ 12509 



Basis of the report 



With regard to the elements of the intcmatimal ^Ucation:* 
the international application as originally filed, 
the description: 

pages 1:24 ^ as originally ffled 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE , filed with the letter of _ 



the claims: 
pages 25-28 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 
pages NONE 



^ as originally filed 
. as amended (together with any statement) under ArUde 19 
filed with the demand 

filed with the letter of ^ . — 



the drawings: 
M2 



pages NONE 



^ as originally filed 
filed with the demand 
pages NONE , filed wifli ttie letter of. 

the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages — 1 ^ originally filed 

pages NONE filed wifli the demand 

pages NONE , filed witii the letter of . 



With reLd to the language, all the elements marked above were available or fii^shed ^^.^^^ ^ 
S^fTvSiZtteSeStionalap^^^ filed, unless otherwise indited under this 
S!^^re available or furnished to this Authority in the foUo wmg language which is. 

□ thelanguageofatranslationfornishedforthep^^^ 

n the language of pubHcation of the hitemational appUcation (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ thelanguageofflietranslationfiirnishedforthepurpos^ 

Withfeg^^lf i^cleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed m the ii^ermtiox^ application, the 
' i^SnalpreliiLaryex^^ 

contamed in the international appUcation in printed form. 
^ med together with the international application in con^r readable form. 

I I fornishedsubsequendy to this Authority in written fijnn. 

n fimiished subsequently to ttiis Authority in computer readable foim^ 

□ Tlie statement that the subsequentiyfiKnished written seqo^ 
international application as filed has been fiimished. 

□ Thestatementthattheinformationrecordedincomputerr^^^ 
has been furnished 

The aT"'>"'^"^'^"t-*g have resulted in the cancellation of: 



the description, pages NONE 
the daims, Nos. NONE 
the drawings, sheets/fig NONE 
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V. Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(u) %vith regard to novelty, inventive st^ or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement ^ 



1. STATEMENT 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive Step (IS) 

Industrial Applicability QA^ 



Claims 1-26 



Claims NONE 



^YES 
NO 



Claims 1-26 



Claims NONE 



_YES 
NO 



Claims 1-26 



Claims NONE 



_,YES 
NO 



2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

aaims 1-26 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2)-(3). because the prior art does not teadi or fairly suggest the assays 
enmloying a beta-lactamase reporter system, an HCV r^licon enhanced cell construct or a chimeric HCV replicon contruct 
containing a 3'UTR based on the HCV-la 3'UTR. The closest prior art works of Houghton et al. (1999), Lohmami et al, (2001). 
Pielschmami et al. (2001) or Lofamaon et al. ( 1999) , eitfaer alone or in coaibinatiQn do not teach or make Hie invention obvious. 

aahns 1-26 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(4), and thus have industrial q»plicability because the subject matter daimed 
can be made or used in industry. 
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